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Signature Eyewear’s Carmen Marc Valvo Brand

Retro

Unusual Details
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Bright Colors

Tortoiseshell
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While Tom Cruise (far lefl) and his Rizky
Business Wayfarers fueled the irend for
heavy frames, the labest style 1 this
“$lis-inspired Clubmaser chape (worn by the
laic Maleolm X, ncar kefl). Ralph Laures
glasses, $350; ralphlusren. com for sore
information.

*"Plastsc [rames will stell domanate the market
in 2009, bur subtle design details Hke
gragiucs or colars and Dmshing ireatments
[l these clegr glasses with & rasy tint] are
differensiming tse propresssve from the
mussdane,” explaing Jordas Silver of Silver
Liming. Yue de Pantos 2 plasses, $374;
Sibver Linimg Opticians, 212-274-9191.

*Men who have worn torinéseshell and hlack
For years arc sticking with traditsonal shapes
‘but adding color,” says Jordan of these hlue
[ramos. Moscol Nebb Limibad Edition
glasses, $220; masod. oom

Women are gravitating toward traditional
exlors Hke tamoiseshell and brown of black
thas winter, Silver Lining Opticians Henri
plasses, §39%; Silver Lining Opicians,
2122749141,
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¥y Kirves Famsing
Far yoars, poor-isghicd New Yorkors wore
comtacts, hoging to avodd the ayle wigna of
beng called ®four cycs.®™ Buf thanks {0 fashson
editors, Brooklyn hipsters and celehrities secking
gravilas, lookang hks Baddy Helly has bocoms
fabaalously fasdvionable in 2009, "A kot of wonien
and men have worn comasts for a0 long and
haven't bought platses, bt they're back buying
plasses in droves,” says Jordan Sdlver, co-owner
of Silver Liming Ogticians on Soho's Thompson
Sarest. He's sold spece 1o Kirgen Dens and
supplied glasse: for hip label Band of Owsiders’
fashion show lasm Sepiember, *People are
wraring glasscs now as a fmbnon accessory, just
lfke they dio caps,” he says

“Uhar sades were up 10 percent in I00H,” says
Kensy Moscot of Moscol, the Lower East Side
Frame instiiution tha kas Been a droving fores @
the recent nerd-chic explosion. "Owr frames are
hased on our archives, so thuanks 10 the
popularity ol vimlage-looking plasses our ssooess
has heen & perfect aorm,” adds Kenny, whose
spoes bave graced the mugs of actors Forest
Whitaker, Jason Schwartmman and Johnny Depp

Enul Beoera, @ persomal shopper ol Jeffrey New
York and srylim wha has warked for Harpers
Baraar, sy glasses hanve been big snce the
economic crash. The rape has heen foeded, he
nolcs, by the crare that began with 1be revival of
Rinkcy Prciness—aryle Wayfarers in 200¢. "The
lock is recession=prood, [1's casder to update or
change your look with a 5200 scocisory than an
38,000 wardrobe splorpe,” Rl adds

But A-lsmers |ios Jay-£ and Scarlen Johsnsson
{who don't have to worry about budget wardrobe
buys} have also been channeling their inner
Arthur Miller recently. Kesmy 1 collaborating
an o ranpe of frames with actnr-writer fuin
Theroux and is in discussions with snger Kamype
West about 3 pew eyewear line ino. (For
civilisms withoul moacy o bum, Amorican
Apparel, which is selling vintage specs for
ercand 5534, 13 an alTordable opbon. ) Manwhile,
Mew York designers fike Carmen Mare Valvo
aad Michacl Kors senl their catwalkors down the
runway in oversize spectaches al their spring '09
shiwi.
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Chris Renz, clothier 1o dowmiown inpenses, has
put them on ks models too. *1 love how the ootire darection of an oulfi can change deponding on the
plasses™ he mys "There's something innocem and quirky about a girl in big glasses and a party dress, and
the glesscs
are what create friction and halance 1he look.”

But 20/20 vision is mo obstacle for today’s specs seekers, Both Jordan and Kenny sy they have many
cliems who wear glsaes withour a prescripeion. Refinery29.com's ayle director, Piera Gelardi, has been
wearing nonprescraplion cycwear by Anglo Amerscan Optical for a year. "1 fell in Jove with a pair of
plasses and wore them withowm getting a prescripeion uniil the lenses pot cormched. They made me feed
stylishly shiclded,” Peera saya

Bona fide Four &yes might want 1o put that LASTK surgery on hold. Raul predicts, "This movémnent isn't
Eoimp Emywhese soon,”

Carmen Marc Valvo Featured in NY Post’s Page Six Magazine Piece on Retro Eyewear

Its all about RETRO for Spring and the New York Post's Page Six Magazine was quick to point out those designers that
are “on-trend” including Carmen Marc Valvo who included eyeglass frames in his recent Spring runway collection. Page

Six is every fashionista’s bible for gossip and news in fashion, sport and music, attracting over 1.5 million hits per month.

signature

eyewear




